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"Polite Pressure"
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linchpin ally

The President's first stop will be in Japan, our linchpin Asian ally of over 50 years, and a nation
with which we share a vibrant and multifaceted relationship based on common ideals and interests.

Unfortunately, Japan has been suffering economic woes for many years and there is danger that its
important leadership role may be undermined if its economy deteriorates further.

| expect that President Bush will restate the United States strong support for Prime Minister
Koizumi's economic reforms.

Our hope and, indeed, our expectation is that such a vigorous market driven solution to Japan's
economic problems will be achieved under Prime Minister Koizumi's vigorous and determined
leadership in the coming two years in keeping with the Prime Minister's commitments to the
Japanese people.
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" The Economist”
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