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The United States, Japan, and China will need to cooperate effectively together on both regiona
and global challenges. Given China's terrible losses in World War 11, | appreciate the sensitivity of
historical issues with Japan. But as | have told my Chinese colleagues, | have observed some sizeable
gaps in China's telling of history, too. When | visited the "918" museum at the site of the 1931
"Manchurian Incident," 1 noted that the chronological account jumped from 1941 to the Soviet
offensive against Japan in August 1945, overlooking the United States involvement in the
Pacific from 1941 t01945!  Perhaps we could start to ease some misapprehensions by opening a
three-way dialogue among historians.
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(#3L) Although Taiwan is a small island with only a short recorded history, it has miraculously
evolved into one of the world’s most advanced nations. In political terms, the idand has spent

periods under the oppressive rule of five alien regimes over the last four hundred years, during
which its inhabitants suffered numerous hardships and tragedies.
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