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Chinaisbig, it isgrowing, and it will influence the world in the years ahead.
For the United States and the world, the essential question is—how will China use itsinfluence?

To answer that question, it is time to take our policy beyond opening doors to China's membership
into the international system: We need to urge China to become a responsible stakeholder_in that

system.
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From China's perspective, it would seem that its national interest would be much better served by
working with us to shape the future international system.

If it isn't clear why the United States should suggest a cooperative relationship with China, consider
the alternatives. Picture the wide range of global challenges we face in the years ahead — terrorism
and extremists exploiting Islam, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, poverty, disease —
and ask whether it would be easier or_harder to handle those problems if the United States and
China wer e cooper ating or_at odds.
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