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»  But much of the intelligence turned out to be wrong. As your President, | am responsible for the
decisionto gointo Irag. Yet it wasright to remove Saddam Hussein from power.

»  Wewill continue to listen to honest criticism, and make every change that will help us complete
the mission. Yet there is a difference between honest critics who recognize what is wrong,
and defeatists who refuse to see that anything isright.

» | also want to speak to those of you who did not support my decision to send troops to Irag: |
have heard your disagreement, and | know how deeply it is felt. Yet now there are only two
options before our country -- victory or defeat.

2

> | know that some of my decisions have led to terrible loss -- and not one of those decisions has
been taken lightly. | know this war is controversial -- yet being your President requires doing
what | believeisright and accepting the consequences.

11 CIA

2 http://mww.whitehouse.gov/news/rel eases/2005/12/20051218-2.html
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